
ST. MATTHEW’S  
GOOD NEWS UPDATE 

Happenings  

November 17, 2019 

Together we aspire!  Together we achieve! 
At our recent Charge Conference, the majority of you made your wishes known by voting “YES” to 

move forward with the VCI prescriptions set before us. 

One of the prescriptions concerns “intentional welcome,” where mystery guests reported that “St. 

Matthew’s UMC is not consistently welcoming to potential members.  Some guests reported there were 
no greeters at some of the entrances.  A mystery guest worshipper commented, ‘The congregation was 
friendly but not welcoming.’” 

Some congregants are quite offended by these comments, especially the last one.  Let’s see if we 
can make some clarifications, a little bit, anyway. 

The report goes on to say, “There is no intentional program of assimilation of new members into the 
church family.  The team heard that some new members fell away from the church shortly after join-
ing.  This may be attributable to not connecting or developing meaningful relationships.”  We will rely on 
our VCI coach to explain exactly how we can effect positive changes in our behavior to keep ‘em coming 
back!  Like Rev. Artie said, we may need to change our attitudes, be open to seeing things differently. 

Usher placement is an easy fix.  The south entrance door to the Narthex is oftentimes left unat-
tended, mostly because it is the least used.  All we have to do is make sure an usher is assigned to that 
door, just as an usher is at the north entrance.  We may also be called upon to man the outside gates, a 
visible and friendly way to usher people in, but one that will take commitment to our goal. 

The “friendly but not welcoming” comment is not necessarily directed at the congregation.  Other 

factors that may be involved are inadequate signage inside the gates and outside for parking; the prop-
erty itself does not look welcoming from the street; and covering our gates and entrances with a physi-
cal presence.  Welcoming goes beyond just being friendly. 

Having said that, we ARE a friendly and welcoming bunch of worshipers, but we need to be willing to 
look deeper to understand the mystery guest comments and the consultant’s prescriptions and see 

them for what they are - ways to bring people to Christ and help St. Matthew’s become the church God 
is calling it/us to be. 

It takes dreaming...it takes effort...it takes time...it takes praying...it takes all of us! 



   Sun. 11/17 

9:15a Sun. School 
10:17 Worship 
5:00p Youth 
6:00 Knitters 

   Mon. 11/18 
8:30a CWM Board 
9:00 CWM 
7:00p Finance 
7:00 Troop 20 

  Tue. 11/19 
  9:00a CWM 
  9:30 Seniors 

  Wed. 11/20 
9:00a CWM 

3:00p Help CWM 
4:30 Weight 
  Watchers 
7:30 Choir 
  Rehearsal 

   Thu. 11/21 
  9:00a CWM 
  12:00p CWM 
    Thanksgiving 
    Feast 
 
 
 

   Fri. 11/22 
  9:00a CWM 
  12:00p CWM 
    Thanksgiving 
    Feast 
 
 
 

   Sat. 11/23 
   8:30a Weight 
     Watchers 
 
 

Hanging of 
the greens 
Come and be part of the fun and 
joyous experience of Hanging of 

the Greens,  where we decorate 
the Sanctuary and Narthex to 

celebrate Christ’s first coming! 

Saturday, November 30 

10:30 a.m. 

Blood & Platelet Drive 
in support of Heath Turner 

Sunday, December 8 
11:00am-3:00pm, rooms 104-105 

 
Schedule your appointment @ 

http://tinyurl.com/hturner1219 
Monetary donations welcome 

 
Complimentary lunch provided by 

Beatrice Turner 

It’s time to support Boy Scout Troop 20 by 
pre-ordering pies for their annual fund-

raiser.  Stop by their table today after 
worship, outside the Parlor. 

As in the past, the choices are apple and 
pecan and are $22 each (cash or check 

made to BSA Troop 20).  Pies will available 
for pickup on Sunday the 24th af-

ter worship. 

This is Troop 20’s biggest fundrais-

er for the year and helps with scout 
camps, badges, travel, and general costs 
for supporting the programs. 

Thanks to Suzanne Caporusso, who coordinat-
ed the donation and transportation of one of 
our spare pianos to WJHCC; tuning has also 

been completed.  A-Star Movers did a great 
job getting “Betty Baldwin” down the Oliver 
building’s treacherous stairs. 

Suzanne is looking for volunteers to form a 
choral group to sing for the residents - and 
maybe someone to play their “new” piano. 

If you’re interested in putting smiles on the 

residents’ faces, please put your name on the 
signup sheet in the Narthex (date to be deter-
mined). 



Above:  Thank you for love of-
fering blessings of $142! 
Far left:  Christ’s light consecrat-
ing stewardship pledges! 
Middle:  Lovely table setup in 
the shape of a cross! 

Janice, Teresa,  

you get an A+ 

for the beauti-

ful & delicious 

meal as we cele-

brated Conse-

cration Sunday!   

Thank you, 
ladies!! 

There’s still 

time to turn 

your pledge 

card in.  It’s 

never too 

late!! 



St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 

Rev. Virginia Wall 

4300 N. Shepherd Dr.    Houston, TX  77018     

713-697-0671      
 

Please call the church office at 713-697-0671 

for questions or information on any opportuni-

ties listed.  Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. and Friday 8:00 a.m.-noon 

(office@stmatthewsmethodist.org).   Rev.  Wall 

can be reached at 713-204-8529 or at 

vwall@stmatthewsmethodist.org.   

Check us out at stmatthewsmethodist.org.  View 

our website for an updated 

calendar and newsletter! 

PRAYING FOR . . . 
US Military Men & Women 
Jeanette Lindley  
Jean Mooney  
Doris Gunderson 
John Cunningham 
John & Joan Tracy 
 Men & Women in Law Enforcement 
Flood Victims 
MANNA 
Farrah Lowe 

Heath Turner 
Steve Relyea 
Blake Mansel 
Tim Franceschini 
Family of Dorothy Lofton 
Family of Allen Wagner 
Family of Frank Hebner 
Vibrant Church Initiative 
Family of Kathleen Smith 
Family of Randall Bastian 
Yolanda Wilson 
Family of Eileen Leedy 

Joy Johnson & Family 
Charles Railsback 
Jacquelynn Bowens & Son 

Mykai 
Mary Ellen Holt 

 

To keep our Prayer List current, 
please contact the church office to 
add names of those who need prayer 
or remove those who have received 
God’s blessing of healing. 

  
November 25-29 - CWM Closed-Thanksgiving 

November 28-29 - Office Closed-Thanksgiving 

November 29 - Post-Thanksgiving Community Meal 

November 30 - Hanging of the Greens 

December 1 - First Sunday of Advent 

        Worship Committee 

December 7 - Pancake Breakfast, Lydia Circle 

December 8 - Blood Drive for Heath Turner 

December 9 - Trustees Meeting 

December 14 - CWM Christmas Program 

December 15 - Special Lessons & Carols Service 

 

Don’t forget!! 
 

It’s never too late 
to turn in your pledge card.  

Fill it out & drop it in the 

red mail box located in the 
Narthex or mail it to the 

address in the box below. 
 

Pledges of $149,640 
so far!  Thank you!! 

COMING SOON-MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 


